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THE MINT DIRBCTOR'S PRONOUNCEMENTS: President's Message 


Dear Members: 


At a recent coin club meeting that I attended, the club presid- 
ent expressed a concern about the membership and how it had re- 
mained fairly flat over the past couple of years. But then, a long- 
term member spoke up and said, "Look, don't worry about it. Coin 
collecting is a hobby where you don't need a coin club; you can be 
perfectly happy just keeping it to your self". 


My first reaction was that he was right. You can buy or sell 
coins by mail or in coin shops, learn what you need to know by 
reading numismatic books, and keep up with current events by sub- 
scribing to Coin World or Numismatic News. You really do not need 
contact with other collectors to get by. 


But many of us do belong to coin clubs, thus sharing our hobby 
with those who have similar interests. They give us a chance to hear 
talks by experts in areas that we are unfamiliar with, to buy coins 
in auctions at prices that we could not get with a coin dealer, and 
a chance to win raffle or door prizes or gifts when we attend. Of 
course, some just like belonging to a coin club just for the fellow- 
ship, even if they are not interested in coin collecting. 


Most of you reading this probably already belong to a local 
coin club or even two or more. But why should you belong to NCNA 
too? Some of the reasons are the same, plus if you attend the Board 
Meetings held just five times per year, you can participate in the _ 
decision making. 


But there are broader reasons also, since an organization this 
size has more power. Would you like to do something to combat com- 
merical coin shows? Are you concerned about numismatics being re- 
gulated along with bullion trading? How about young collectors? 
Would you like to find ways to encourage them? Or bring in speakers 
from outside northern California for coin shows and club meetings? 


The fact that you are reading this means that you are probably 
already an NCNA member. But why not ask a fellow coin collector if 
he or she would be interested in getting involved? After all, the 
two dollars dues is not much of a risk at all, especially once you 
consider the potential rewards. 
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NCNA President 
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THE MINTMASTER'S QUILL: An Editor's Prerogative 


My Friends: 


Coin collecting, a centuries old science and hobby in the 
last quarter of this century in our Republic, is being raped, mur- 
dered, and left in the gutter of disinterest and neglect. 


Who is perpetrating this crime against our hobby, a noble and 
historical science and recreational advocation? It is the United 


States Mint. 


The Mint, long out of step and tone with the coin collectors 
and their potential pecuniary support, has now, as a branch of the 
United States Treasury, set out to steal, for lack of a better word, 
directly from the coin collectors with its expanded thirteen Olympic 
coin issues including four branch Mint $10 Gold Lagles. 


Your Editor cannot fathom the Treasury and Mint's motive; how- 
ever, he can call it for what it is 'Greed'. 


This same greed destroy commemorative coinage three decades ago 
and shall now lay waste to this intrepid renewal in commemoratives. 


The motive for this crime can be summed simply as a means of 
milking dry the coin collectors to fill the coffers of a deficit 
ad burden United States Treasury. The irony of this motive is that, even 
if it were proven false, no rational coin collector today would be-. 
lieve anything but such. 


We simply are at the mercy of the Treasury and its Mint. A boy- 
cott, mass letter writing campaign, or announcements from national 
organizations and publications will not alter the Treasury nor stop 
its Mint's coin presses. 


Yet, there is one solution: the complete permanent end of any 
and all commemorative coinage; a federal law prohibiting such and 
poe a two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress to repeal 
such law. 


Why not? If the Treasury and its Mint cannot observe how a. 
reasonable program will earn revenues, promote coins as a hobby, 
generate interest in Mint products and services, and display to the 
World the Mint's artistic and coinage skills plus the national great- 
ness of our Republic, then deny forever the Treasury and its Mint 
from striking anything but clad and base coinage of plain and repet- 
itive designs. 


The Treasury and its Mint have cast themselves as Robber Barons, 
only interested in profits and dollars. Your Editor argues let them 
be wrought into just another industrial plant wiHose product is as 
bottle tops stamp in plain sameness into the lions. 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


23rd Annual Coin Show and Convention 


Will be held on September 20, 21, 22, and 23 in the Cathedral Hill 
Hotel, Van Ness and Geary, San Francisco, hours 10:00am to 8:00pm 
Thursday thru Friday and 10:00am to 4:00pm Sunday. 


The major attraction of this annual NCNA event will be the eighty 
table Bourse, featuring coin dealers from across the nation as over 
ninety percent are from outside the Bay Area with about one-half 
being out of state. Bourse Coordinator is: "Denis Hooker, 65 Post, 
San Jose, CA, 95113". 


Although details are unknown as this Fourteenth Issue goes to the 
printer, both another full and extensive Auction done by Ron and 
Dennis Gillio of Pacific Coast Auctions and an Educational Forum 
coordinated by Ozzie Stout are in the planning. Tentative Forum 
speakers are Kenneth E. Bressett, ANACS Director from Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, and Stephen M. Huston, professional numismatist 
of San Francisco. 


A Raffle for a $10.00 Gold Eagle, First Prize, a $5.00 Gold Half 
Eagle, Second Prize, and 1984 Olympic Dollars, three Third Prizes, 
will be drawn late Sunday. Tickets will be available only at the 
Coin Show and Convention. ) 


Exhibits will add to the above activities, and to encourage as 
many exhibitors, each particpant will receive mini-recognition 
plaques. Exhibit Coordinator is: "Elmer Benson, PO Box 1884, Bur- 
lingame, CA, 94010." 


Also anticipated may be a one-day Youth Program on Sunday coordin- 
ated by Mike Stanley. 


Along with the above names, other NCNAers involved in this Yoin Show 
and Convention are: Lillian Hooker, Registration; Denis Hooker, Se- 
curity; Awards, Bill Morgan, and Publicty, Stan Turrini. Anmounce- 
ment of the final schedule and confirmed activities will be given 

to the numismatic press and all northern California coin clubs. 


Editor and His Name and Telephone Calls 


Due to some confusion and questions, your Editor clarifies that his 
true, actual, and legal name is 'Michael S. (Stephen) Turrini' and 
that 'Stan', not Stanley, is an old nick-name going back to his 
junior high school days. 


Referring to your Editor either as Michael, not Mike which he hates, - 
or Stan will get the same person. 
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Since your Editor has been called most everything in his short 
& time on Earth, using either or both names is just a means of self- 
express, if the reader can understand his explanation. 


As for returning telephone calls, due to your Editor's numerous 
commitments, it is very burdensome for him to return promptly calls, 
especially during the weekdays. With meetings three or four even- 
ings plus his teaching duties coupled with commuting, weekdays are 
just too filled. In addition, it is inconvient for him to return 
calls after 9:00pm, as your Editor likes to retire early, since he 
awakes at 4:30am. Thus, Sunday evening is the best time to reach 
your Editor and for him to return calls. Your Editor apologizes for 
the delay at times in returning calls and hopes this explanation 
will rectify the situation. 


August Board of Director Meeting 


The August 19th meeting, third Sunday, will start at 1:30pm and be 
held at the now rebuilt Cathedral Hill Hotel, Van Ness and Geary, 
San Francisco. All NCNA Club Members are welcomed to send a voting 
Club Delegate. 


Junior Encouragement Program 


This Program, coordinated by NCNA President George Tyson, has the 
es following twelve NCNA Club Members, to date, involved: 


Vallejo Numismatic Seciety 
Santa Cruz Coin Club 
Cupertino Coin Club 

San Jose Coin Club 

Napa Valley Coin Club 
Fremont Coin Club 

Redwood Empire Coin Club 
Gateway Coin Club 

Los Gatos Coin Club 
Diablo Numismatic Society 
San Francisco Coin Club 
Fairfield Coin Club 


Just a reminder, Coin Clubs receiving their program packet must in- 
sure all items go to young collectors only and report, in writing 
directly to President Tyson, on what their Coin Club utilized and 
accomplished with the program packet. 


The dealine for reporting has been extended to November lst. Presi- 
dent Tyson invites all particpating Coin Clubs to attend the Nov- 
ember 25th NCNA Board of Directors Meeting to review and comment 
on the Junior Encouragement Program. For details on this Program 
which is limited solely to NCNA Club Members, write to: "Junior 
Encouragement Program, NCNA President George Tyson, PO Box 44, 

eh Concord, CA, 94522", 


©) 
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Books for Coin Clubs 


Reinstating the dormant NCNA service of free numismatic books to & 
northern California coin clubs at the May 20th Board of Directors 
Meeting, these following Coin Clubs received Wayne Miller's The 


Morgan and Peace Dollar Textbook and the ANA Reprint Counterfeit 
Detection: 


Fairfield Coin Club 
Vallejo Numismatic Society 
Napa Valley Coin Club 

Los Gatos Coin Club 

San Jose Coin Club 


It is anticipated that additional numismatic books will be avail- 
able, free, at either the August 19th Board of Directors Meeting 
or future Meetings. 


For details on this service, write: "Edward Sins, NCNA Treasurer, 
PO Box 5075, San Jose, CA, 95150". 


Coin Show Schedule 


The latest, but short, Schedule is included with this Issue. Please 
refer to it and attend and support Club Shows. Coin clubs seeking 

to be listed are strongly advised to write with their coin shows 
information six months or more in advance. Particulars are given at & 
top of Schedule. 


PROOF STRIKES: Special Recognition 


30th Anniversary Vallejo Numismatic Society 


Although details are still be finalized, to celebrate its 30th 
Anniversary, 1954-1984, the Vallejo Numismatic Society will hold 
an Anniversary Banquet, September l4th, Friday, with a 6:30pm 
no-host Social Hour and a 7:30pm Dinner, at Rod's Hickory Pit, 
I-80 and Magazine Street, Vallejo. Rod's Hickory Pit is on the 
west side of the I-80 freeway with off-ramps to Magazine Street 
in both directions. 


There will be a special philatelic-numismatic cover, PNC, cancelled 
that date and available only to those attending the Banquet. Also, 
there will be ten gold coins in the Banquet Raffle and a special 
keepsake Banquet Program will be printed. 


Reservations can be made by contacting the Vallejo Numismatic 
Society at: "PO Box 4281, Vallejo, CA, 94590" or calling either 
"707-643-4286" or "707-642-9396", All former members and local coin 
clubs are warmly invited to attend and enjoy the evening. 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club Happenings 


Have been receiving bulletins, newsletters, or news releases from 
these Coin Clubs: 


Peninsula Coin Club 

San Francisco Coin Club 
Redweod Empire Coin Club 
Fresno Numismatic Society 
Cupertino Coin Club 
Fremont Coin Club 

Pacific Coast Numismatic Society 
Fairfield Coin Club 

Diablo Numismatic Society 
San Jose Coin Club 
Delta Coin Club 

Gateway Coin Club 

Vallejo Numismatic Society 


Peninsula Coin Club Has elected its 1984 officers: XAM CHAMBERLAIN, 


resident, BURNS SEARFOSS, Vice-President; RICH DOUGLAS, Trea- 
surer, and DICK SMITH, Secretary; FRED VAN DEN HAAK remains 
PCCts newsletter Editor. Recent PCC meeting programs have 

been DAN SHATTUC, United States Type Coins slide presentation 
at the April 16th meeting and JIM GLOVER, Coin Grading with 
slide presentation at the May 2lst meeting. The big notice 
from the PCC is that to celebrate the Club's 30th Anniversary 
a medal both in silver and bronze will be issued. Those in- 
terested in ordering silver medals are welcomed to contact: 
"FRED VAN DEN HAAK, PO Box 60484, Palo Alto, CA, 94306." Medals 
are to be delivered in August. Along FRED VAN DEN HAAK, BRIAN 
JERRICH and DAN SHATTUC are coordinating the project. 


San Francisco Coin Club Recent SFCC meeting speakers have been: 


VA slide program 'Tour Through Great Britain’, 
April 24th; ROY ADAMS, slide program 'Trip to the Kremlint, 
May 22nd, and JOHN STENSON, ‘Restoration of Cable Cars’, 


June 26th. SFCC announces, "after a one year hiatus, on March 


31st, 1985 there will be the 2lst Annual San Francisco Coin 
Fair at the Holiday Inn, 1500 Van Ness (at Pine) in San Fran- 
cisco. Coin Fair Coordinator is HANS HANSSON. Bourse Coordin- 
ator will be: "L.V. REPPETEAU, PO Box 14181, San Francisco, 
CA, 94114"; Exhibit Coordinator will be: "FRED LUTJENS, 427 
Capp, San Francisco, CA, 94110". The Coin Fair will feature a 
fifty-five dealer Bourse and an array of competitive and non- 
competitive numismatic exhibits. The Best of Show exhibitor 
in the junior classification will receive the honored Harry 
Huntington Memorial Plaque. 


Redwood Empire Coin Club LORENE FARNSWORTH, Publicity Coordinator, 


writed that the RECC's 17th Annual eee will be on Nov- 
ember 18th, Sunday, hours 10:00am to 5:00pm at the Santa Rosa 


a 
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Veteran's Memorial Building, 1351 Maple, Santa Rosa; the 

Memorial Building is located directly across from the Sonoma @ 
County Fairgrounds, and admission is free. For Bourse inform- 
ation, contact: "WILLIAM FEIST, PO Box 2811, Santa Rosa, CA, 


95405". 


Fresno Numismatic soe ety Had 'Show 'n Tell' at its April 10th 
meeting an ther Hobby Night' at its May 8th meeting plus 
a repeat of both, due to response from the members, at the 
June 12th meeting. FNS President DALE HEWLETT missed the June 
meeting due to his retirement dinner. Congratulations, Mr. 
HEWLETT, from one, namely this Editor, who still has twenty- 
five plus years to go in teaching! 


Cupertino Coin Club The problem for your Editor in reporting on 
the CCC is that there is so much! First, the CCC became an 
adolescent at age 14. The 1984 CCC officers are: DAN SHATTUC, 
President; AL LO, Vice-President; MICHELLE STARR, Junior Vice- 
President; RENATE BRUCK, Recording Secretary; LINDA KEEGAN, 
Corresponding Secretary, and RAY ERKSON, Treasurer. These 
officers were installed by CCC Life Member KATHERINE RAY at 
the April 6th meeting. JIM GLOVER spoke on Coin Grading at the 
May 4th meeting, also at the May meeting, AL LO's design for 
the 1985 CCC medal was selected. As a courtesy, his winning 
design is shown elsewhere in this issue. The June 3rd meeting 
was a busy one with Other Hobbies Night and announcement of 
the Youth Numismatic Contest winners. Such items will be re- 
ported in the next issue of NCNA Heads and Tales. 


Fremont Coin Club Continues its Key Coin Raffles with the 1937D 
ree-Legged Buffalo Five Cent at the May 22nd meeting along 

with other key or semi-key Buffalos in the same Raffle. The 
Double Eagle Editor CAL WILSON continues his newsietter Goin 
Questions: "In United States coinage since 1792, what coin 
has the smallest official mintage for circulation, and how 
many examples are known today?", "What is a goloid set, and 
what does it contain?", and "Who designed the Seated Liberty 
Dollar?". (Your Editor knows the answer to the last question.) 
Recent FCC meeting speakers have been: RON MILLER, June 12th; 
GLENNA HAVERCROFT, 'Coins and Currency of 1944', May 8th, and 
DAN SHATTUC, Type Coins, April 24th. The big event for FCC will 
be its August 19th 12th Annual Coin Show held at the Elk's Hall, 
38991 Farwell Drive, Fremont. Your Editor encourages NCNAers to 
attend and support this only Summer club coin show. 


Pacific Coast Numismatic Society Has a new PCNS Bulletin Editor, 
DAVID W. LANGE, who took over with the April issue. Recent 
PCNS meeting speakers have been: BILL HENRY, ‘Coinage of Athens’, 
April 25th and OZZIE STOUT, ‘Demise of the Great Yuan', May 30th. 
Long-time PCNS member and activist, DON T. THRALL, at the May 
30th meeting was elected as a Fellow of PCNS, one of the Soc- 
iety's highest honors, in appreciation of his years of service 
and contributions to numismatics. & 


- 
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Fairfield Coin Club Celebrated its.1llth Anniversary last March 28th 
th special treats and games. May 23rd was the date for the 

& FCC's Annual May Pot Luck. The speaker at the Pot Luck was 
RON KELICHNER, SR, on 'Breweriana--The Hobby of Beer and Brewery 
Collectibles', and the main event of the Pot Luck was the 
awarding of Life Membership to RICH NEILY for his years of 
service as Secretary, Treasurer, speaker, and first FCC news- 
letter Editor. 


Diablo Numismatic Soctety Meets at 7:30pm on the Third Thursday of 
every month in the Community Room of CitiCorp Savings, 1910 
Tice Valley Road, Walnut Creek. The 1984 DNS Coin Show will 
be on December 2nd, hours 10:00am to 5:00pm, in the Pleasant 
Hill Recreation Center. More details announced later. The May 
17th meeting program was The Best Coin I Ever Found In Cir- 
culation which had MIKE STANLEY who found an ancient Roman 
coin in his youth out in a south San Francisco field! How it 
got there would be a story itself! 


San Jose Coin Club Elected its 1984 officers at the April 18th 
meeting: BARR, President; JOHN FRENCH, Vice-President; 
CHRIS HENRIQUES, Junior Vice-President; LINDA KEEGAN, Re- 
cording Secretary; FRED DAVIS, Corresponding Secretary, and 
E.P. Wallaker, Treasurer. DON F. PRITCHETT received at the 
SJCC's April &th Banquet the Club's highest honor by being 
installed as the Third Member of the SJCC Hall of Fame. May 
16th meeting had MARSHALL MYERS talk on 'Design of CGlub Medals! 

& and the June 20th meeting had CHRIS HENRIQUES talk on the SJCC 
and Youth. It was reported that "President KEN BARR was the 
winner of the 1909SVDB cent that was the first prize at the 
May meeting, to the great delight of all. For the records, KEN 
bought twenty dollars worth of tickets on the raffle". SJCC 
will be busy in 1985 with both its 16th Annual Coin Show in 
January and the 76th Semi-Annual CSNA Convention later in 
April, which it is the Host Club. 


Delta Coin Club Held its Annual Monte Carlo Night last May llth 
which brought in nearly $200.00 reserved for Club Library 
purchases. Over sixty-two members and guests were present, 
and it was noted in the DCC's Newsletter that "SYD KASS had 
16 guests for the event". The April Newsletter issue had an 
idea for young collectors: "An idea came to mind for beginners. 
Why not a type set of coins from all the representative count- 
ries of the United Nations? Could also be a fun thing through 
contacts with the New York United Nations Ambassadors". Good. 


Gateway Coin Club Meets on the First and Third Thursdays at the 
Guarantee Savings, in its Community Room, 19th and M Streets, 
Merced. In reviewing GCCts May 3rd ‘Other Hobbies Night’, it 
was reported that "Did we get a variety: stamps, beer cans, 
old bottles, metal detecting. antiques, all kinds of interest- 
ing hobbies. One member even said his hobby was chasing women. 
We had to limit RON LUND to only a few of his hobbies, cause 
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he collects everything and anything". 


Vallee Numismatic Society Announces that its 13th Annual Vallejo & 

oin Show wi e on April 28th, 1985. With the theme 'Lucky 
13', this will be a full multi- event one day Coin Show: Bourse, 
Educational Forum, Youth Table, Information Table, invitational 
and competitive exhibits, and free woods. There will be thirteen 
prizes in the All Gold Coin Kaffle, and Check Collectors Round 
Table, CCRT, is scheduled to meet during the Coin Show. VNS 
may even hold an Auction during the Coin Show and issue a silver 
medal. The Coin Show remains at Dan Foley Cultural Center, Foley 
Park, Tuolumne Street, Vallejo; however, the hours will start 
earlier next year, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
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